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F1UVATE LETTER to MAJOR JACK DOWNING. |
Post Office, DowningvUle, Stale of Maine,

June 30, 1848.
Dear Nephew : Beiii our army is about breakiu

.*P iu Mexico and coming home, I thought the best
chance to get a letter to you would be to get your
old friends, Mr. Galen and Seaton, to send it on

that way, and may be it might come across you
somewhere on the road, if so be you are still in
the land of the living. Your aunt Keziah is in a

great worriment about you, and iB very much lriglit-
ened for fear somethin has happened, because we

haven't heard nothin from you since your last let¬
ter. I try to pacify her, and teM her the fighting
was all over, and nothin to do but to finish up the
court martial the last time you writ, and that there
isn't agoing to be no more annexm1 till Mr. Cass
comes in President, and you'll soon be along. But
all wont pacify her; she's as uneasy as a fish out of
water and says she lays awake half the night think¬
ing of them garillas, for fear they've got hold of
you. ' So I hope you'll write home as soon as pos¬
sible, and let us know whether you are dead or

alive, and set your aunt Keiiah's heart to rest.
For my part, I hope you will hurry along back

as fast as you can. Our politics is very much
mixed up and in a bad way about the Presidency.
It would puzzle a Philadclphy lawyer to tell how
it's cumin out. It was a very unlucky hit when
President Polk sent old Zack Taylor down to
Mexico. He wasn't the right man. But, then, I
'snose Mr. Polk had no idea of what sort of a chap
he had got hold of. It can't be helped now, but
it's like to be the ruin of our party. 1 he Demo¬
cratic party haint seen a well day since Taylor first
begun his Pally Alto battles; and now we are all
shiverin as bad as if we had the fever and agay.
dont know, after all, but this annexin' Mexico will
turn out to be an unlucky blow to the party ; for
what will it profit the Democratic party if they gain
the whole world and lose the Presidency? \e
see, the Whigs have put up Taylor for President;
and it has completely knocked us all into a cocked
hat. There isn't one half of us that knows where
we stan or which way we are goin ; and there isn t

a party fence in the country that is high enough to

keep our folks from jumping over. 'They are get¬
ting kind of crazy, and seem to feel as if old
Hickory had got back again, and they was all run¬

ning to vote for him. The Whigs laugh and poke
fun at us, and say they have got as good a right to
have a Hickory as we Democrats have. We put
up Gineral Cass first, and thought we should carry
it all hollow ; for he's a strong man and took a good
deal of pains to make the party like him all over

the country. And if the W higs had done as they
ought to, and put up Clay^ or any one that they
had a right to put up, wt should a carried the
day without any trouble. But the conduct of the
Whigs has been shameful in this business.

^
Instead

of taking a man that fairly belonged to 'em, they
have grabbed hold of a man that got all his popu¬
larity out of our war, and was under the pay of
our Administration, and has been made and built
up by our party, and the Whig* had no more busi¬
ness with him than they had with the man in the

*

moon. But, for ail that, the Whigs had the impu¬
dence to nominate him. Well, that riled our water
all up, sc we couldn't see bottom nowhere. But
we soon found there was a shiftin and whirlin of
currents, and the wi«d and the tide was settin uson
to the rocks, in spite of us. We soon see that old
Rough and Ready, as they call him, was agoing to
be too much for Cass, But, as we was all making
up our mind that it was gone goose with us, Mr.
John Van Buren, of York State.h^s a smart feller,
a son of President Van Buren, and a chip of the old
block.he sings out, "Don't give up the ship yet;
if one boss aint enough to draw the load, hitch on

another." Well, the idea seemed to take ; and they
stirred round and got up another Convention at

XJtica, in York State, to see who they should put
tip, and they aU pitched upon President \ an Buren.
Mr. Van Buren patted them on the shoulder, and
told 'em to have good courage and go ahead, for
they was on the right iraok, but they mutt hitch on

somebody eUe besides him, for he had made up his
mind four years ago not to take hold again. But
they stuck'to him with tears in their eyes, and told
him there wasn't another man in the country that
could draw like him alongside of Cass, and if he
still had any patriotism for the party left he rnusn t

say no. And they worked upon his feelius ^somuch that at last he didn't say no. So now we've
got two candidates,Cass and Van Buren, and good
strong ones too, both of 'em; and if we cant whip
Taylor, I think it's a pity. I know as well as-I want
to that we shall give him a pesky kard tug. Some
are afraid we aint hardly strong -enough yet, and
they've called another Convention to meet in Buflale
the 9th of August, to put up another candidate. But
others are faint-hearted about it, and say it's all no

kind of use; we may put up tweity candidates,
and Taylor will whip the whole lot: it's a way he
has; he always did just bo in Mexico It they
brought twenty to one agin him, it made no odds ; he
whipt the whole ring, from Pally Alto to Bona V ista.

So you see what sort of a pickle we re in, and
how much we need your help jest now. But
there's one thing I have on my mind pretty strong.
You know this appointment in the Downingville
Post Office, that you got Gineral Jackson to give
me, has always been a great comfort to me, and it
would be a sad blow to me to lose it now in m\
old age. I wish you would make it in your way to
call and see Gineral Taylor as you come along
home, and try to find out how he feels towards me ;
because, if he is tobe elected any how, lean tseeany
use there would be in my biting my own nose off lor
the sake of opposing his election. And I.dont think
that patriotism to the party requires it; and I'm
sure prudence dont.
When yon get to Washington, call and see Mr.

Richie and try to comfort him; I'm told the dear old
gentleman is workin too hard for his strength.out
a nights in the rain, with a lantern in his hand, head-
ing the campaign. Try to persuade him to be calm
and take good care of himself. And be sure and
ask him how the Federals are goin this election, for
we cant find out any thing about it down here. I
used to know how to keep the run of the Federals,
but now there is so many parties, the Democrats,
and Whigs, and Hunkers, and Barnburners, and
Abolition folks, and Proviso folks, all cris-crossin

another, that 1 have my match to keep the run

of 'em. But your aunt Keziah says the clock has
struck, and I must close the mail.

So I remain your loving uncle,
JOrtHUA DOWNING, P. M.

ERRATA in tht Sprceh of Mm. Rockwell, published in

the Intelligencer of July
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I An rtfartaMU acodent happened near th« town of Wood-

< '-rille (Mi...) on the I Oth ultimo. A party of gentfemen were

about Parting oat on a hunt, when their dog. comm.,*ed
fighting. A young lawyer, by the name of B»«. M. I/aw,
while «nde.*oring to ^r.te the dog* u«ng the^eechof
hi. gun for that porpoae. wm .hot through th* hod? by th
Accidental discharge of the piece, and ejpired almoat in.tantly.

SPEECH OF Mr. ROCKWELL,
OF MA«»ACHl'tfETlS,

. On the Government of the Territories, fyc.
House or RirEEatNTATivEft, Jcsx 27, 18-18.

The House beiug in Committee of the Whole, and having
under consideration the Civil and Diplomatic bill

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, proposed to address
tbe committee upon the subject of the power of Congress over

the territorial possessions of the country, and to apeak particular¬
ly of thia power in reference to the Territory of Oregon. The
Committee on Territories, (said Mr. R.) of which I am a

member, haa reported a bill for the organisation of a Territo¬
rial Government for that Territory, and thut bill is now before
thia committee. At what lime it will be reached, or how much
discussion will be allowed upon it, cannot ba foretold; it ia
perfectly apparent, however, that there will be but very little
opportunity for its discussion. I deem it my duty, therefore, aa

a member of that committee, to improve thia opportunity prin¬
cipally in apeaking upon matters connected with thia subject.

Sir, we are again at peace with all the world. We find
ouraelvea upon the consummation of thia peace in the poasca-
*ion of vaat territoriea, the acquisition of which haa burn the
reault of tbe contest in which we have been engaged and the
treaty by which it haa been concluded. The importance of
the policy of the Governmerit towards it*. Territories by these
events haa been greatly enhanced. The question* connected
with the power of Cougress over the Territories have become
of more intense importance ; and, sir, 1 believe thcio are no

questions connected with the progress of theGovernment which
occupy a greater share of public attention, or which in them¬
selves are of greater importance,, than (he course which this
Government ia to puraue with reference to its Tei ritoriea.

The emigrant from the Slates to Oregon, as he reaches the
crest of the Rocky Mountains, looks downward to the Pacific
ocean upon a territory north of the 42d parallel ot north lati¬
tude and aouth of the possession* ofGreut Britain, comprising
about three hundred thousand square miles, an area sufficient
to form eight States as large aa Pennsylvania. Although this
area baa yet been but imperfectly explored, enough ia known
of it to ahow ita great value as a country for settlement. There
are no# within those limits about eight theuaanJ inhabitant*,
*side from tha.remnants of the Indian tribea. Of thia popula¬
tion about six thousand are emigrants from the United States,
and the remaining two thousand are French Canadian emi-
granta, porsons formerly servants of the Hudson Bay Compa¬
ny, and those in whose vein6 the blood of the white and red
raccsis mingled. Upon the Columbia and tt.e Willamette
riven there arc six settlements, which have the name of cities,
the most considerable of which, however, is Oregon City,
which contains about-five hundred inhabitants. Portions of
Oregon are extremely fertile ; but thia is not probably the case

with the larger portion of the territory < but it well may l>e that
the most fertile portions will not prove to be ultimately the
most valuable. Those portions of any country where, by rea-

ion of high latitude or altitude, of comparatively sterile soil urul
severe climate, tbe virtues of industry, frugality, and teniper-
aace become the necessities of life, are usually found in the

I progress of ages to be clothed with the most valuable popula¬
tion. The "populous North" from ita ..froten loins" sends
forth the most vigorous elements of empire. This may prove
to be true both of Oregon and California.
Ihe remnants of the native Indian tribes in. Oregon num-

ber scarcely more than thirty thousand souls, and seem to bo
perishing away : a fate which will no doubt be accelerator by
the presence of the white race.
The people of Oregon have repeatedly, urgently, and con-

tinually petitioned for the organization of a Territorial Govern-
ment. in this they seem to be unanimous. The eyes of the
people of Oregon turn not more gratefully and lovallv to the
rising sun, rely not more confidently upon his light and heat,
than upon the protection and laws of thia Government. Thcii
relations with the Indian tribes 5 the titles to the lands ; the
wants of commerce; the necessity of a stable government to

encourage emigration ; the necessity of permanent representa-
tion here, urge upon this Congress the propriety of immediate
action. The people of Oregon, in the year 1843, established
a system of organic laws to satisfy their temporary exigencies,
and have since cnacted certain temporary laws indispensable
to their condition ; hut nevertheless, with renewed urgency,
petition for Teiritorial Government. The E.xecu'ive of tbe
United States has repeatedly urged upon Congress th« expe-
diency and necessity of tbe organization of a Territorial Gov-
eminent in Oregon, and particularly in his annual mcssago to
:hc present Congre*:. Wei! may the President of the United
States urge upon Congress tnis attention and care for Oregon.
Great as are tbe prices which be is accustomed to pay for ter-

| ritery, he has purchased none at a mightier price than he paid
for Oregon. When he entered upon the duties of President,
he found, as he declared, that the title of the United States to

all_that territory west of the Rocky Mountains and between
the parallels of 42° and 54° 40' of north latitude to be clsar
am! unquestionable, and supported by irrefragable argument*.
Of these twelve degrees ol latitude he has given up five to se¬

cure tbe peaceable possession of the remaining seven. Tak¬
ing bis own solemn declarations to be true, he has paid nearly
mile for mile and acre for acre to purchase the peaceable pos-
session ol Ih-egon. Well may he, then, extend towards Ore¬
gon his paternal carc, and he has dene all that his constitu¬
tional rights and duties required of hi:n in this respect. Upon

( im now tests the responsibility.a responsibility which I trust
will be promply and fully met.

Mr. Chairman, a question has arisen with respect to Ore-
go* Territory which we have no reason to believe, until the
present Congress, has ever been seriously prominently made
in respect to that Territory. It is thequ.iiion whether it shall
be free, or wLether it shall be subject to the institution .if do-
meatic slavery ; and, to sustain this nrw position, new reud-
ings of the constitution are for the first time presented. We
hear it contended, for the first time in the history of this Gov¬
ernment, that Congress has not the power to institute Terri-
torial Governments. I contend that Corgress baa thit power,
I contend that it has that power from the nature of the Gov-
ernment and of all Governnenta ; and I contend that it ia ex¬

pressly given in clearly-defined language in the constitution
itself: in language so explicit, so definite, that no man with
reasonable intelligence and judgment can, after candid exami-
nation, doubt ;t.

I maintain, first, that thia power rust belong to Congress
from the nature of the Government itself. It ia a principle of
universal law that if an uninhabited country be discovered by
a number of individual*, and posses-ion taken under the au¬

thority of an existing Government which is acknowledged by
the discoverers, the diacorery ia made for the whole nation ;
the soil and dominion over it, the territory, becomes the prop¬
erly of the Government, becomes a part of the nation. If the
territory thua discovered ia partially and imperfectly occupied
by ravage tribea, tbe Government in whose name possession is
taken obtain* the right to purchase acd extinguish their title
to the lands occupied by there. If the Government has the
power to acquire territory in this way, as Oregon was acquir¬
ed, then in some department must rest the power to control
irid govern it. If the constitution of the Government definite¬
ly appoints no sufth department, it must of necessity be the
law-making department.the legislative.in this country the
Congress. To aay, therefore, that thia power of making laws
for the government of territory does not exist in Congress, is
to say that this Government has not tbe power to acquire and
bold territorial possessions at all. I will not illustrate this po¬
sition further, for I most confidently contend for the aecond
poaition, that tbe plenary power to organize Territorial Gov¬
ernments ia explicitly given by the second paragraph of the
third section of the fourth article of the constitution, in theae
sufficient words ;

'" Tbe C"ngrc»» shall have power to dispose of and make all
needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or other
property belonging to the United States."

I he men of tbe revolution, the trainers of the constitution,
were masters of the English language. Tbey used just words
enough, no more. They invoked the power of the language
to conler in the briefest and clearest manner this plenary pow¬
er upon Congress. They obtained it, used it, and set the mat-
ter at rest (orcver. " To dispoae of and make all needful rulea
and rcgulationa .words comprehemijyf enough to include
constitutions and all laws.'Respecting the territory." V> hat
means the word territory ' Dooa it moan simply " public
lands >" Clearly not. It means more. When the Govern

"wns the soil, the word territory, as applied to it, means
that soil, and the dominion wbir.hlie* like an atmosphere upon
it. The word territory, then, expresses a compound idea, vie.
land and dominion. If the land be granted by the Govern¬
ment to allodial proprietors, as the toil js separated from the
dominion and |>assed from the Government, (he word tcrritofV
expresses then a simple idea, via. the dominion over the land
In neither ease ia its meaning synonymous with land " or
" public lands." In either caae it eipresse* a thing which is
the property of the (rovernment. The paragraph goes on

lurther, therefore, to say " or other property." That " other
property" is the public land* in the 8t«tes, wher(l there is no

territory belonging to the United States.
The truth of this definition of the word territory is fully es¬

tablished by the books of definitions and synonymes. I cite
one authority of the best character i

"TmaiTOUT.[Fr. Ttrritoirt, It. 3p Territorit t L. Ter-
rilortiim, from terra, earth ]

..I. The extent or compsi* of land within the boned*, or

belonging to the jurisdiction of any State, cjty, or 0,her bodv.
" Linger not in my*.. °MiV**
" They erected a bou»e within their own Jvrrifery.

, .... [Hmi-wariL
"Art* and science* took their riae, and flourished only in

tho*e small territmin where the people were free.
- <i. A tract of land belonging to and under the dominion of

a Prince or State, King at a distance from t»,e parent country
or trom the a* at of Government: aa the ttrrHorie* of the F,a»t
India Company ( the territnriet of the United State* j the Terri¬
tory of Michigan; Nor«hwe*t TWritm-y. The*e distilct* of
eountry, when received into the Union and acknowledged to
be 8tate*, loae the appellation of territory."
The matter can be made no plainer by argument. Indeed

the language of the constitution p<-erlude« argument The
'rutli is, the framer* of the constitution me*nt to five thi* pow¬
er to Congress, and they did what tbey meant to do.

,r
joriulictiou of Congrea* over crimes committed m the

rerritariea, -win. to be recognised in th« second section of
»»i ucle oi the constitution, which direct* that the trial

of crimes, when not committed within any State, shaft be «t
such place or places on the Congress may by Uw have di¬
rected. I'he authority oi Congress to exercise exclu*ve le¬
gislation over Ihe District of Columbia, wad other plates ceded
by or purchased of State®, given by the 8th nec^iou of ihe
first article, hua been ciu d to prcrve that exclusive legislation
waa not intended to be given to Congress over the Territories,
which are nol mcnUoued 10 that aectiou. iiut that section
.eem* to have been framed with express reference to the seat
of Government, mx] to places purchas» d for the orection of
forta magazine^ <tc. "by the conunt of the Legislature tf
the Mate tn which the name ahull U." ft seem* to have been
insert out oi aburulant caution, to prevent the interference
oi the Stale and Xntional jurisdictions , and it ia in aid of my
argument that ihisclaube recogniaea in the legislature the power
to retaiu or dispose of the right to exclusive legialatiou over a

portion of itti *»oilf u* well «u» to convey the «oil melf.
I huve observed that, in the arguments made against this

plain grunt of power to Ceugress, each gentleman takea a new

position, and expends a portion of hi* time in demolishing the
IHwiUoni of thote who have gone More h»m. In addition to
this, the contemporaneous exposition of the fratners of the
constitution aud the conti.iued expoaition of Congreaa since
that time, hum in themselves a strong, utianswejable argu¬
ment Jii support of this power. The authority of precedent
ha* been attacked in this House, for the necessities of the po¬
sition of our opponents eminently require such attack. If the
authority of precedent ia allowed at ail, there ia an end of thia
question. The ordinance of 1787 waa mide by the Confess
ol the Confederation, before the adoption of the present Gov¬
ernment. The ordinance of 1787, in the year 1789, after
the couaUtution was adopted, needed to be remvigorated with
the blood of the constitution, aod it wac done. The first Con¬
greaa of the United States, in 1789, (August 7,) re-enacted
the ordinance of 1787, and gave it it« power and vitality under
the constitution j and that act waa paaacd by the drat Con¬
gress, many of whose members wereamong those who framed
the constitution. From that time to this there are numerous
cases where the precedent has been repeated. Let me remark,
it is not a precedent to establish a new power j the power does
not rest on the strength of the precedent. The effect of these
precedents is to establish the power as given in the constitu¬
tion It was to explain the constitution < to show to us the
meaning of its founders; to show to us the meaning and un¬

demanding of all those who have succeeded them in the Gov¬
ernment ; and it is to be remarked, also, that this question is,
upon this very point in dispute, with respect to the Oregon
1 erritory and the other Territories ; this question of free or

slave territory ; Ifut question of the introduction or keeping
out of the institution of slavery. To that was this power
tarsi applied before the adoption of the constitution, by the
Congress of the Confederation ; subsequently to the adoption
of the constitution by the first Congress under the constitution ;
and it has since been recognised just as much in those laws
which relate to the territory of Alabama, Mississippi, and the
Southern territories, as well a* the Northern territories ; for,
ni relation to these tho principles of the ordinance of 1787
were enacted, with the exception of the slavery clause in the
sixth article of coinpac:; and each of these acts in relation to
these territories as clearly recognised the power of Congress ai
the act of 1789.as that which applied to Iowa or any other
ISorthern territory, in whose organic laws the prohibition of
slavery waa contained.

If we are right in our views upon Ihe power of Congress,
the question is one of justice and expediency.the question
of the exclusion of slavery from the Territories. And it ia
the right of every portion of the people of this country to be
heard upon thin subject; for this territory is their commou

property, in regard to which they are entitled to a common
voice. It 1* proper for a common discussion upon another
ground.a ground started by Mr. Madison, in the following
woids. These words were spoken in the first Congress under
the constitution, on the 13th May, 1789, upon the impost
bill, upon the motion to insert a clause in the bill imposing a

ul', on '"e 'm[>ortation of slives of ten dollars each person.
Mr. Madison aaid :

It I * ere no' afraid of being told that the Representative!
0 ».* fev'-fl States arc- the ben able to judged what is pro¬
per and conducive to their particular pros|ierity, I should ven¬
ture to sav that it is as much ihe interest of Georgia and South
Carolina as ol any in the Union. Every additiou they receive
to their number of slaves tends to weaken and render them
less capable of self-defence. In case of hostilities with foreign
nations, they will be the means of ir.\iti«g attack inetead of re¬

pelling invasion. It is a necessary duty of the General Gov¬
ernment to protect everj- nart of the empire against daneer
as well internal as external. Every thing, therefore, which
tends to increase this danger, though it may be a local affair
yet, if it involves niuional expense or safety, becomes of coul
ecru to every [tart of the Union, and is a proper subject for die
consideration of those charged with the general administration
of the Government. 1 hope, in making these observations I
shall not be understood to mean that a proper attention ouiAit
no' to he paid to the local opinions and circumstances of anv

part of the United States, or that the particular representa-
tives are nor best able to judge of the sense of their immediate
constituents."

Those just and sound observation's were made upon the
questi in of imposing a duty upon slaves imported under the
constr ution previous to the year 1808.a duty baaed upon
two leusons first, to discourage and check their importation .

and, secondly, to improve the revenue. This was a question
of particular interest to tbe slave States alone. JVo others:
paid the duty. Yet Mr. Madison justified tho common ac-

tion, upon the ground Hf the common interest, which was to '
prevent the increase of slaves in any of the States. How
much more, then, upon this question, is it proper for every
part of this I oion to take part in the discussion of a. question
which affects rvw territory, common to them all, in the conside¬
ration of which the rights of none are affected, but in which al
have a common interest > '

F will say, then, that the institution of domestic slavery
ought not to he introduced into our free territories. It is not
fit to be there, but the power or Congress'should be exerted
to prevent its introduction. Sir, I shall speak ol slavery only
in the language of those who know it better than I do. I
shall refer for its character to the language of one of the most
eminent of the roiny eminent sons of Virginia.a man the
words of whor i dead neern to me to remain clothed with a liv¬
ing power rarely found in thewords which fall from the fervent
hps of the mos» eloquent living orator*, such was the uriion of
intellect and heart which gave utterance to thein.

In the debates in the Virginia Convention, in 1788, on the
adoption of the Federal Constitution, Patrick Henry said in

arguing against the general powers of tbe constitution :

.

' *? '_ deplore slavery, I see that prudence forbids
its abolition. I deny that the General Government ought to
set them free, because a decided majority of the States have
not the ties of sympathy and fellow feeling for those whose in¬
terest would be affected bv their emancipation. The majority
c.f Congreaa is to. the North and 'he (.lav. s are to the South
In thissituation I see a great deal of the property in Vfrrmia
.injeopardy, and their peace and tranquillity gone away. I re¬
peat it ag^in, that it would rejoice my very soul that every one
of my fellow-beings was emancipated. As we ought with
gratitude 'o admire that decree of Heaven which has number¬
ed us among the tree, we ought to lament and deplore the ne¬

cessity of holding our tellow-rm n In bondage. Hut is it prac¬
ticable by any human means to liberate them without produ-
ung the- most dread oil mid rui.oUi oonsequcnces

- \\ eWht
to possess them in the manner we have inherited them from our

ancestors, as lb ir manumission is incompatible with tlie feli-
e'ty ot th<- countrv. Hut we ought to soften ns mnch as iw>s-
sible the rigor of their unhappj lite. »..-i FJkot'i Debate* io'2. j
He presents it, sir, as an institution " to be deplored," the

abolition ot which prudence only forbids, becsuse attended
with greater evil* and dangers than its continuance. The ne¬

cessity of holding our fellow-men in bondage is lamented aivi
deplored. That, «r, is the institution of slavery, which it is I
now proposed to spread over the great Pacific slope of North
America up to tbe forty-ninth parallel of north latitude. I

I now present two of the argumenta by Which the conti-
nuance of slavery in the slave Htates is advocated and aus-

tainod, and turn thein and make use of ihem aa very strong
arguments against tbe introduction of slavery into the new
territoriea » and I shall submit to the member* of this House
who hear me whether it ia not a fair and legitimate use to i
make of them f .

I. It is said with great force that slavery in the slave States
must not be interfered with becaifsc, among other reasons, the j
white and black races ia numbers so nearly equal can never
exist together in a stafe of freedom^; because tbe emancipa¬
tion of the black race implies destruction to one race or the
other. Sir, what do you propose to do f You propoce to

put that institution into these free territories and forever subject
these free territories to »hat condition of things I to plant an
institution ihere which must exist forever because it can never

safely he removed.
But do you believe that it run be done t with the pre¬

sent state of the public opinion of the world and the progress
of that, opinion, do yon believe that that institution can be
preserved through the ages that are to come > Do you
believe that in an age when, within the last ten years, all the
slaves of the British West India colonies have been emanci¬
pated ( when within the lost few months the slaves of the
French West India ialanda have been emancipated t when
even now it was reported that those of the Spanish West In-
dia islands were about to be emancipated' Do you believe'that
in such an age this institution can continue, and that in the
generations during which these territoriea shall belong to this
country the time will not come when Its entire abolition shall
he accomplished » Every thing has been aaid which 1 could
wish to »ay in (elation to the horrors of the forcible abolition
of slavery ; the consequences of the contest of the races ; the
unmitigated misery, the unutterable wo consequent upon this
have hpen poitrayed in more eloquent and burning terms than
1 can command by slaveholder* upon this floor. And to the
|>os*ihiiity of all this are we called upon to subject the people
of tliew new territories in the future. Surely this drcod and
powerful argument, by which all interference towards eman

cipation is repelled, should hare at least equal power to pre
vent the nocenity of emancipation where it doe* not now

exist.
But another argument in relation to the continuance of

slavery. It might be admitted, for tbe purpoae of the point
of the argument which I now touch, that wherever the

African t%ce exists oat of Africa, it is best that it should be
in * state ot slavery; end thai, in that conditio^ the «uwrJ
race eajoy more than in another *tate. But, admitting this
for the moment, and for the purposes of this argument, what,
I ask, is the condition of the free negroes.for a free negro
population is every where Aie result of Jtiia institution of
sliwery ' How has it been descrilied to be? How was it
described to be in Ohio by the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
Saviii) the oihei day? And how have several gentlemen
from the slave-holding States described the situation of the
free negioes there > I will not undertake to repeat their
words, but will produce an authority ot a more pennauent
character, contained in the records of the decision of the
Supreme Court of Turuiessee in 1884.

In the case of Fisher v«. Dubbe, in the Supreuse Court of
Tennessee, in 1834, Chief Justice Catron said.
"Tin slave who receives the protection and care of a

tolerable simsti-r, holds u condition here superior 10 the negro
who is freed from domestic slavery. He is a reproach ami a

byword with lb** stave himself, who taunts his fellow slave by
telling him ' lie it as worthless as a free negro.' The oonse-

(juenue is inevitable. The free black man lives amongst us
without motive and without hope. He seek* no avoeation, is
surrounded with necessities, is sunk in degradation ; crime
can sink him no deeper, and he commits it of course. This
is not only true of the free negro residing in the slaveholding
States of this Uuion ; in the uon-alavchotding States the
people are less accustomed to the squalid and disgustingwretchedness of the negro, have less sympathy for him, earn
their means of subsistence with their own hands, and are
mure economical in parting with them, tlian him for whom the
slave labors, of which he is entitled to share the proceeds,
and of which the free negro is generally the participant, and
but too often in the character of the receiver of stolen goods.
Nothing can be more untrue th*n that the free negro is more
respectable ae a member of society in the non-slavcholding
States than in the slaveholding States. In each, he is a degraded
outcast, and his fancied freedom a delusion. With us, the
slave ranks him in character and comfort; nor is there a fair
motive to absolve him from the duties incident to domestic
slavery, if he is to continue amongst us. Generally, and
almost universally, society suffers, and the negro suffers by
manumissiou."

That is a judicial decision, recorded in the slaveholding
States upon the condition of free negroes therein. It is to be
received in its full effect, so far as relates to the slaveholding
States ihcmtclvet. As to its correctness in relation to some
of the free States I will speak presently. Now bow came
thesn free negroes into the States, and how will they ever
come into Oregon and California > They must be carried
there; they must go out there with the institution of slavery
or they never would exist there. If I grant you, then, that
slavery itself, unconnected with its free negro consequence,
is a boon and blessing to these new and free territories, still
you must prove to me before you establish it there that it is
a greater blessing than this curse of the existence of free
negroes. Whence did the free negroes in the North, or in
any section of this Union come } They came from the insti'
tution of slavery. All men know that the inhabitants of
Africa would not have emigrated to this country if they
had not been forced to come by the slave trade ; that the Afri¬
can race would never go into the territories if not foiced there
by the institution of slavery. To suppose that the free ne¬

groes would assist in peopling the Territory of Oregon is to,
suppose that they are endued with the intelligence, enterprise,
and energy of the Anglo-Saxon race. The colored race will
never be there in any great numbers unless the institution of
slavery carries them there.

In relation to the condition of the free negroes, seve¬
ral of the States of this Union have absolutely refused ibem
admittance within their borders- The law of the State
which you, air, represent, (Ohio,) as well as the constitutionof the State of Illinois, prohibit the introduction of free
blacks into those States. Why, what kind of a population is
this against which our new States are fencing themselves, and
what kind of a population is it which you are about to inflict
upon the Territories ? Such a population as our young and
free Western States are building Chinese walls to keep out.
Ic cannot be denied that, when the institution ia established
and has for a long time continued iu the free Territories, a

portion of the blacks will be slaves, and another large portion
free, as in all the slaveholding States. The ques'ion, then,
is, shall the two races unnecessarily be planted together, be
compelled to remain together for all time, or the one to exter¬
minate the other In the name of all this territory I protest
against it. If the free colored population in the clave States
is of such a character as slaveholders describe it, it must be
greatly injurious to any country. In some of the free States,
if we are to judge of tbo treatment they receive, free colored
people are in a condition hardly less degruded. In the State
of New York, recently, by a very strong vote of the people,
they have been denied the right of suffrage, and also in Con¬
necticut. In scarcely any of the States are they admitted to
vote. I am happy to ssv the State which I represent in part
is an exception Ttie re they constantly exercise the right of
suffrage, and every other right of freemen. The consequence
is apparent upon their character, which is improving, and
upon their condition, which is far more respectable than in
those States where these rights are denied them. I maintain,
sir, not only that the laws and policy of Massachusetts are
kinder and. more favorable to the free colored men, but kinder
to the slave States themselves, thar. those of the free States
which exclude free blacks, or deny them equal right*.

Why, can it be expected that this race is to cease from off
the earth * I have heard recently in another part of this Cap¬
itol such an idea doubtingly put forth. But I see no rolid
ground, as yet, upon which it can rest. The statistics are en¬

tirely insufficient as yet to prove such a consequence even in
the remotest future. We teach these people to govern them¬
selves ; they walk with us to the ballot box 5 they elect with
us their officers ; they themselves may be candidates for of¬
fice i and these are the men who have gone and will go to Li¬
beria, and establish one of the most flourishing republics on
the face of the earth 4 a republic which, I tru«t, will remain
until the millennial day, and the fulfilment of the prophecy
that " Ethiopia shall stretch forth her hands unto God." Such
treatment of the African race looks to blessed results every
way. It relieves this continent of them, and it makes them
a blessing to Africa.

In relation to the Territory of Oregon, this question perhaps
may be considered to stand on different ground*. But none
of these fre^ Territories I wish it distinctly understood, shall
ever, so far as my vote is concerned, be organised without
this restriction. I might ssy something more, and perhsps I
ouijht to nay something more in consideration of what has
been said in this House of the history of this institution, for it
was claimed by the honorable gentleman from North Carolina,
(Mr. CmroxA*,) towards the commencement of this session,
that in the history of the world this institution had existed in
a majority of the nations of the earth. " This history of the
world is tjje history of humsn nature in ruins." The free
Slates of antiquity knew not the 8aviour of the world, nor his
gospel. 80 the majirfity of the Governments of the world
have been despotisms- The sncient republics held the insti¬
tution of domestic slavery. It, was one of the immediate
wounds that destroyed them. The most interesting pages of
their hiatory are those of (heir decline and fall. What are the
slavehoiding States of Greece ' How little of the history of
the world is theirs. Little oases in the vast Califbmian de¬
serts of hist >ry ; stars whose little light scarcely travels down
to us through the night of the dsrk agea. Are these to be the
raodels of the American republic ', Are we to imitate their
Psgun vices.we who hope for a perpetual Christian republic '

There ia a necessity for the application of the 6th article of toe
compact of 1737 to these territories. It is true that I bold, in
accordance with doctrines already expressed on this floor, that
the institution of slavery does not exist in any of the territories
of this Government.that it does not exist any where except
by the force of local and municipal laws that confer no rights
beyond the boundaries of that local or 8tate Government which
enacts them; that were it not for a clause in the conatitu-
tion respecting fugitive slaves, every slave when he passes the
boundaries of the slave States would be forever free j that
when be passes the boundaries of those States into any of the
free States or in'.o any free country of the world, with his
master, or by consent of his master, and so not a fugitive,' he
i» made free. This i* the law of England ; it is the civil law;
it is the law of this country and of the several State*. I will
only cite at (his time several decisions of the State of I»ouisi-
imn.the English decisions and many others having been often
cited :
" Where a slave was taken from 1<ouiaian«, with tlie consent

ot the owner, to France, although afterwarda sent back here,
she was thereby entitled to her freedom, from the fact of hav¬
ing been taken 10 a country where slavery it not tolerated, and
» here the slave be®om»-» tree by landing <>n the French soil.
Smith v. Smith, 13 Jsttwuma Report*, 441.
" 3imc point decided in Louise vs. Marot, 9 Louisiana Re¬

ports, 473.
..A slave taken to the State of Illinois, wh>se constitution

forbids slavery and Involuntary servitude, and resides there
for a time, with the express or implied convent and know¬
ledge of her master, in his family, she was under no obligation
to terve him h> that State, but became absolutely free, and
being once free could not be sgain made a slave by removing
her to a slave Stats.".Thomrn vt. Gtner it, 16 Loiuiumu Rc-
port*, 483.

But it i« said, on the other aide, way, then, if a ata'e of
entire freedom exists in the Territory of Oregon, and through¬
out all the territories of California and New Mexico, what
necessity ia ihete for applying to them hy law of Congreas the
principles of thie aitth article of the ordinance of 1787 * Sir,
in the first place, thia question has assumed a prominence in this
country with which it is impossible that ita decision should not
be positive, in either way in which it may be decided; whether
for or against freedom it would be equally positive. If the
provision of thia eixth article is placed within the law* esta¬
blishing territorial governments in theee territories it will
effectually prewent the introduction of elavery, and if left out
it will a'.low that introduction to take place. Such Wing the
prominence which this question has assumed in the country, I
insist it is highly desirable thst this decision be made by Con¬
gress for the guidance of the judiciary in theee territories.
The paamge of each a law hy Coogress, I apprehend, would

make it so clear that a jodiciary roust be perjured who would
refuse to sustain it, upon habeas corpus, or in any legal form
in which H might be teeted. We want such a law passed for
the purpoee of keeping this institution out, now and forever,
from theee Territories. No doubt it ia a great and important
subject f no doubt it ia oooatandy assuming a greater impor-
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tove that, however it u decided, tbu greet Union will con-
mue united, u It hwi done heretofore ; who klieve that when
t u decided, M I hope it will be, that .Uvery ahull not be in-

IltSi^ TernUjne*> ,h" Union will go on
a« united, as pcacelul, a. prosperous, ,od more prosperou.

tekiS'!l 1 h"V? modiJied my y"" on the object ;Vnd I
take the liberty to advise all those gentlemen wboiiagiiiclfcel
SuL"E"l10 f Tl6ced bV ,he dioCUB'1Ufl- the "*«.*»,
Kerl n' CUl°.a of f.1* suertion, to examine the speech de-
Uvered by . honor.b e member of this House, n,w chairman

^T9 Z*3" and MeanM> (Mr. Vihto*.) in
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tatea of Iowa and Wisconsin into the Union. The treat
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forthi with . power which I could only weaken by repetition,
« 1 had tinw. J he business connexion, and commercial de-

SLtST, rM*reat fam'g?WU,fe' P°r""n «*#>« country,

Dmt n Y.1 Mmi*hn a,;d ,u tributaries, With the other

r̂ the channel, of commerce which
ca ever be closed will there be found to .Murae a power
«.d .uiportance, in thl. regard, cheenng to .he patriotic feel-
ingsof every true American.

-Vow and evermore I am for the union of these States. The

thftr *!"wu:huwi,U "\for it; It has been charged on

1^' a c^mntee of our Legislature allowed an ar-

LTnnn^ 'aV°r °' lhe «li«olulion of
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question that could possibly be agitated

rioi to £Ter'L00't ft* 10 lhe""M of any Ra¬
tion, to the discussion of this or any other question. The

knr fu" we" that .» diacuMion but

countrv for wh
clearer to them , that there u no evil in this

countr> for which disunion is a lemedy. 'j'hey know that

fwonnl " d,M(?!Uti0n ' that counu> he separated
rj2T or lhrue P8;'"' but into thirl> mwwble fragments
of anarchy_as many fragments as there are now flourishing
"I **"r("lSiT- Theirknow that the remedy of disunion
would be worse than any disease , that it could have no effee!
» a remedy for the evils of slavery; and, further, that it is

utterly unattainable. No, sir, we must l^k to thi Union «
to continue, and to the United Stales as to increase , .lowlv
I trust, but surely, for ages to come,
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8hore '0f whthVv th!8 8reat- l<y','Cm 0f waters' »P°n the
snore, of which you reside, sir, in Ohio, may vet find its m.t

let within the limits of this Government. This may never be
I do not suppose it wiil soon be. But the likelihood 0f its ulti-
mate consummation is .ucb, that no statesman can shut his eyes
to the consequences. As I wish to use this idea for the same

ET* tT WLh 1 former,y used it, I may be permitted to say

.a. n.t^Cerber'. 184XWhe° I contended^upon this

belief and theT8'"" r
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behe , and the reasons of it, as to the probable expansion of
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I did not anticipcte then that won we were to ha v. go

aige a portion of the terntory of Mexico, and f do not antici-

^mThatt Cre 1* !* *Dy '"J lmtn^iate pro-
gres. in that or any other direction further. But it i. the no
rcr of this great nation to look at this matter not inertly^
reference to our present territorial limit*, but to what our
limits and extension and power may hereafter be. Thi. is a

drTwdnto m^h? ,W,n,Une<' "d when the argument i.

the s|1Ve sLii ,W'0n« and unju't that the citizens of
the slave States cannot go to thoee free territories and uke

.h 6*'. 1 mU"t "**. in to what I con«drr
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taken, it seems to me quite too much, that all the territory.
O thu nation, present and to come, are to be clothed with lhe
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Mr. Chairman, I have a few word, to say in relation to

!Ptrh*^mg «»«tion. It i. known to my
friends that in common with wwrsl of mv colleagues, afu^
careful and anxious deliberation, I deem it my duty, a.
humble member of th. Whig party, to ac,,ie«e in£ Tom.
nation of General Zachary Taylor for the Presidency; and
unless his position shall in some important point be changed'
* give the ticket which bears h« name with that o Mr
Fillmore, of New York, my support. To the same Uncial

,
. re1"°n f knOW» have many of my Whig con-

Ibelieve^" k
' UfK>n f"" 'xa/"ination and refaction,

I believe aime who are yet reluctant will take the »me posi-
By oar own voluntary act we were represented in the

Philadelphia convention. Upon an attentive and acrutinii-
ing perusal of all which took place in that convention, I can-
not, in my conetience, say that the nomination of General
Taylor in that convention wu produced by means that can be
made grave and reasonable subject of complaint by the Whig*
of tbe Northern State*. Upon tlu« point, I cannot but
recognise the truth and propriety of the communication
which my honorable colleague, (Mr. A*H*ri»,) a member of
that convention, haa addressed to bin constituent*. By the
result of inquiries, diligently prosecuted on my part for some
time, I am satisfied that General Taylor is a Whig, and will
sustain the Whig principles in a firm and consistent maimer,
From his own drlitierate and aolemn published declaration, I
believe that be will sustain that cardinal and darling W big
princi|>le, the rratiaint of tbe veto power within the limits of
its constitutional exercise. Tbe "one-man power" will be
broken up. The constitutional powers of Congress will be
reatored. Congress will be restored to the dignity, power,
and self-reapect, and the respect of the people, which it
enjoyed in the earlier and better daya of the republic. If the
President of the United State* will refrain from bringing the
patronage of his office to bear upon questions at issue in the
House* of Congress, and will abatain from the unconstitu¬
tional uso and aliu«e of the veto jwwer, there is no question
to the decision of which by the legislature of my country I
will not cheerfully submit. The cause of constitutional
freedom will be ssfe in the onbound and uncorrupted hand*
of CongrcHH. This principle is clearly and distinctly set
forth in a letter of General Taylor, which waa before the
convention. To it, he is diatinrtly pledged. Without it,
he could not ha<e been nominated. I'pon this evidence be
waa nominated. I understand the evidence remains un¬

changed. Should there be expressed by General Taylor a

change <Vf opinion upon this vital point, the Whigs of the
country would no longer be bound by the nomination. I
anticipate no such change. No portion of the country can
reaaonsMv desire it." I cannot hoaitate, therefore, upon the
evidence us it now stands, to declare my intention to sop-
port the ticket of the Whig National Convenion. If there
be any of my constituents who may value my advice upon
this point as some have done me the honor to request it,
I can only simply and sine* rely advise them to do likewise,
I do this with perfect respect to my political friends in Massa¬
chusetts and here who entertain different opinions. There
are times when it is proper for men of the same political faith to
interchange their opinion* ; and these are my opinions.

I know that (Jen. Taylor ia a resident of a alave Bute, and
a slaveholder; but I cannot, with a clear conscience, make
that, even with all the consequences which I know appertain
to it, an insuperable objection to his becoming President. If
he cripples not, by hi* power and patronage, the oon<*titutionjl
power of Congress, it will be the fault of the people themselves
if their wishes are not carried out by their Senators and Re¬
presentatives. It will be the fault of tbe people of the free
States if slavery is further extended.

I have felt bound, sir, to look at the alternatives presented
to . Northern Whig. What course ahall he take if be now,

for the first lime in hi* fife, determines not to support the
Whig principles uud the Whig cautlKieU* ! Shad Le sup-

Eort the curididatt* of any portion of the Libert) p*t;y V t'*u
e forget the consequences of their separate and hopeless of-

ganuauun upon the results of the last Piesiilential canvass "

Can he foiget by what minor agencies Mr. Polk was elected,
Texas annexed, and the Mexican war brought upon the coun¬
try > Much as he may retpoet the motives, and deeply as he
may sympathize with the views of many of the members of
the Liberty parly, he cannot support their candidates.
A portion ol the Democratic party in the Stale of New York

have brought forward Ex-President Van Burrn as a Northern
free-soil caudidate. But suicly it cannot be expected that the
anti-slavery Whi&« of the North can possibly put their faith in
him. He look for the anti-sluvrry votes of the free States ? He .

who obtained the Presidency onoe by " ireadjng in the foot¬
steps" of a slavery-uphoMing-and-ex tending Pr sident > He,known as 44 the Northern man with Southern principles ?"
He who " carried the JNorth by party machinery, and th«<
South by falling in with Southern principles He who, ii>
his inaugural address, pledged hin^lf to veto any bill to abol¬
ish eUvery in the District of Columbia, and by whose influ¬
ence and fault it is, at much perhaps as that of any other man,that slave markets ere now open in the city of Washington,within sight and hearing of the capitol, midway between the
capitol and the monument to Washington ? He who opposedthe right of petition, and by his infWncv crushed and kept it
down, while the venerable Adams wa* wearing out his life to
establish and sustain it ? He who, while Vicc President and
President of the Senate, gavwhis casting vote in favor of tha bill
to authorize Postmasters to open the mails and prevent all argu¬
ments and papers against slavery from passing through them ?

Is it to be supposed that the anti slavery men of the North
are about to leave all these principles behind them ; to forget
all these facta ; to meet and ctrike hands with Mr. Van Baren,
in the half-way house that baa beeu cobbled up for him >

They can do no such thing, air. Can Northeru Whigs do
this } Northern Whigs, who how for years his steallhy de¬
termination to pander to that false cry Iroul the South, that
protective tariffs were enriching the North at the expense of'
the South who saw "him introduce from the State of New
York into the General Government the proscriptive system of
removals and appointments for opinion's sake ; that "spoils
system," which is now fatally injuring the Democratic parly*
and has inflicted great, perhaps vital injuries upon the country
itself; who saw him lend his name, influence, and power to
sacrifice the business and currency of the country to his hard*
money, subtreaaury, and free-trade theories; those theories which
temporary and accidental circumstances have hitherto sustain¬
ed hut the evil effects of which will soon be developed ; can
these Northern Whigs bo brought to trust him whom they
never trusted before, on account of his present betrayal of hi*
old friends and supporters, who conferred upon him the highest
distinction which can be conferred upon a citizen ' Will thU
dosertion of his old parly and old friends be taken as evidence
of his fidelity to the principles of his newly-courted friends,
whose aid and alliance is sought for him *
The only other alternative for the Whigs of the frea States

is to bring forward a Whig from those States. Of course
such a movement, if made at all, muat be earnestly and unit¬
edly made to be of any avail. Whenever a selection of that
kind is made it must fall upon some well-known and eminent
Whig. But can any body suppose it possible that the Whig
paity in the free States can now be united upon any Whig
candidate against Gen. Taylor ? Or does any body suppose
that the anti-sUvery feeling of the North can be united in tha
support of any eminent Whig ' And should either of these
improbable things be accomplished.should the whole anti-
slavery strength of the North be united upon Mr. Van Buren,
or upon any eminent Whig candidate, what more could ba
effected than to bring that candidate to the House of Represen-
taiives, and subject the constitution to the shock and the
country to the evils of an elcctiou of President, not by the
people, but by the members of the House jf Reprcsentativea
voting by States, a proceeding in which the two Representa¬
tives from Texas would have equal power with the thirty-six
members from New York ?

If the result of that legislative proceeding should be the
election of Gen. Cass, I should not wish to have contributed
to it. If the result should he the election of Gen. Taylor,
then I have to say, that it would, ic my judgment, be better,
far better, for the whole country, as well as the free States,
that he should be elected by the people, as he assuredly will
be, if the Whigs ot the free Stales unite in his support.
Elecled by a fall, free, and hearty Northern support, he will
be the President of the whole country, tp feeling as well as in
fact. Influences merely sectional will not reach him, and a

salutary, conservative, free influence will be felt in his Cabinet,
Sir, f will add, that it is not with letlings of unmingled

pleasure that I have come to this conclusion. But it seems-
to me to be a conclusion fit to be firmly maintained. In Mas¬
sachusetts, we had a hope, now disappointed, that a citizen
of our own State might have received the nomination. Sir,
the Northern free blood, it it had seen fit to asaerl its rights,
could not have found a titter representative of its own quali¬
ties. In the district which I represent, old affections and
young affections cling also around the standard of the Sage ot'
Ashland. We had othera also whom we would have pre¬
ferred to Gen. Taylor; but Gen. Taylor succeeded over all
these. And, air, I see no sufficient reason against adopting
the blunt, good-nalured, practical philosophy of our venerable
friend from Ohio, (Mr. Vsnex,) when he said " he was too
old a soldieT not to give up when he was fairly whipped."
And I must confess, sir, as we have left the ranks of poli¬

ticians and practised statesmen for our candidate, it will not
be without some interest and high hope that I shall oosarve
what cd'cct the free air, the independent spirit of the forest
and the prairie will produce upon the hails of the White
House and of this Capitol, and upon all the departments of the
Government.

Mr. Chairman, I have felt wilting and bound to exprcas my
present views and feelings upon the subject of the next Presi¬
dency at this time. The sheets which convey these remarks
to my consiituents will convey to them the announcement of
ray most respectful hut inflexible determination not to be a
candidate for re-election to the next Congress.

IN SENATE.

Saturday, July 1, 1848.
Mr. BENTON, from to« Committee oil Military Affair*,

reported the act from the House of Representatives repealing
the proviso to the act which required the President to reduce
the Generals to ooe Major General and two Brigadiers at the
end of the war.

Mr. B. explained the nature of the act from the House, and
of the amendments proposed to it » and as it was necessary for
Congress to act upon thrf subject before the proclamation of
peace.an event now to be daily looked for.he would ask fot
the immediate consideration of the act and amendments.
The immediate consideration was ordered.
Mr. BENTON said, at the commer.cement of the war the

number of Generals in the tegular army was increased from
three to six.from one Major General and two Brigadiers to
two Major Generals and tuur Brigadiera.and directed the
President, at the tfrml:iaii"u of the war, lomluce tile number
to that from which it nu raised. The act from the Hooae
repealed the clause which imposed this duty of reduction uponthe President. The Military Cornmit.ee ot the Henaleproposed
to suspend instead of repeal that clause, and make the soapenaion continue until the fourth day of March next, in order to
give time for organizing; a (unable and permanent peace es¬
tablishment, providing at the same time that no vacancywhich may occur among the Generals at)aII he tilled op.'l'he committee aU> recommend, a* a furtheramendment to
the act from the House, a second aection, to protide in the
varne manner for the temporary retention of other officers bysuspending until the aame day (fourth of March next) the
provision* of the existing lawn which would discharge them
on the day of the proclamation of peace. These officera were
the second Major* attached to regiment* during the war, and
certain staff officera, quarter mastera, poymaatera, surgeons,fee., all of whom were enumerated in the section proposed.The public service ami justice to individuals required, in the
opinion of the committee, theae clashes of officer* to be tempo¬rarily reuined. The second or additional Majors would be
thrown out of the line of their profession and unjustly disband¬
ed if not now provided for. It wa« the opinion of the con>
mitt-e that they should be retained aa they were ; but, a* in
a permanent peace establishment it would not be advisable to
keep up two majors to a regiment, it was the opinion of thecommittee that vacancies among ouch majors should not befilled up, and thua leave the reduction of these additional ma¬jors to be effc, ted by promotions and other casualtiea of theservice. The same provision applies to the staff officers nomad
10 ibe section. Tba provisions of the acts which would dis¬band them are suspended until the fourth of March next, va¬
cancies in the mean time not to tie tilled up. The senricea ofthese officers are deemed necessary for sum* time to coine.The thinl aection recommended to the act is to allow threwmonths' extra pay to the officers, nonn>rnmia*iooed officers,musicians, and privates who have served tu the war with Mex¬ico, aud who bnve served out the lerui of their engagamant orbeen honorably discharged, or may b« so discharged. The
proviu.m is to include all who aerved out the term of their en¬gagement, or were honorably discharged from it, whether forthe whole war or for twelve m >nths, or for a special service.The committee deem this allowance of extra pay just in itselfand conformable to the usage of the Government, being Ihe
rame that was allowed to officers at the conclusion of the lata
war with Oreat Britain, and leas than was allowed them atthe close of the revolutionary war. It h but a small indem-dity for loss of time, interruption of business, expenses, Ac.incident to the change of life from the military life to civilpursuits. The present provision only differs from those refor¬
med to in giving the same extra pay to the non commissionedofficers, musicians, and privatas as is allowed to the officers,the principle being tha aama in both cases. It» «h* P<*&alone, and not pay and emohinntt>, which is thus given.Mr. B. asked that tha amendments might be orlered to ba
engrossed j which motion having been agreed to, the bill was
r©ad a thinl lima, by unanimous consent, *nd passed.


